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Pasricha S-R, Hayes E, Kalumba 
K, Biggs B-A. Effect of daily iron 
supplementation on health in children 
aged 4–23 months: a systematic review 
and meta-analysis of randomised 
controlled trials. Lancet Glob Health 
2013; 1: e77–86—In this Article (August, 
2013) one of the studies (Akman and 
colleagues, 2004) was assigned to 
the incorrect subgroup category for 
the subgroup “iron deﬁ ciency status”. 
It had been assigned to the category 
“iron replete” but properly belongs 
in the category “iron deficient”. The 
overall conclusions of the study are not 
aﬀ ected. However, in the Results section 
of this Article, the second sentence 
of the third paragraph should have 
started “Appendix pp 28–41…” and 
fourth sentence of the ﬁ fth paragraph 
should have read “…in children who 
were anaemic (MD 4·46, 95% CI –9·32 
to 18·24; p=0·53); however, there was 
evidence of a beneﬁ cial eﬀ ect in children 
with iron deficiency at baseline (MD 
5·90, 95% CI 1·81 to 10·00; p=0·005; 
appendix p 27). In the Discussion, the 
second sentence of the third paragraph 
should have read “…were also unable to 
ﬁ nd an overall beneﬁ cial eﬀ ect…” and 
the last sentence in the same paragraph 
should have been “We did identify 
evidence with subgroup meta-analysis 
to suggest a beneﬁ cial eﬀ ect from iron 
in iron deﬁ cient children. This eﬀ ect was 
generated by the study by Akman and 
colleagues,20 which did not use a placebo 
in the control group and is therefore at 
high risk of bias, and the combined iron 
deﬁ ciency anaemia and non-anaemic 
iron deﬁ ciency subgroups of the study 
by Idjradinata and colleagues,28 of 
which only the iron deﬁ ciency anaemia 
subgroup showed evidence of beneﬁ t 
from iron. The inability to deﬁ nitively 
quantify cognitive beneﬁ ts from iron 
supplements affects the risk–benefit 
analysis needed for appropriate 
guideline development.” The appendix 
of this Article has also been corrected. 
These corrections have been made to 
the online version as of Feb 27, 2014.
